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February 26, 2018 

Dear Espanola Parents and Families, 
 
 School communities across New Mexico have experienced an inordinate number of social media threats in 
the aftermath of the school shooting in Florida earlier this month. This past week some threats were made at 
EVHS and the school’s administration and staff took immediate action.  In both instances, law enforcement was 
immediately called to the school, and appropriate action was taken, including the arrest of two students.  Our law 
enforcement agencies are taking these threats very seriously, and can pursue prosecution even when such 
incidents are intended as a joke or prank. 
 

Unfortunately, these incidents, along with other incidents across the state and nation have generated fear 
among our students and families in the community.  The incidents of school shootings across the nation the past 
few months coupled with continued threats and rumors of threats against many of our schools in the state has 
heighted everyone’s fear and anxiety.  These are certainly challenging times, and the issues that arise from 
inappropriate use of social media posts are growing rapidly, especially among our teens. 

 
I am asking for your help as parents, grandparents, or the significant adult in your young person’s life to 

talk with your child or teenager about social media, social media posts, text messaging and the responsibilities 
that come with the use of both social media and texting.  Please help our school officials by making it clear to your 
young person that threats to school and campus safety will not be tolerated, and the school officials will press 
charges.   

 
I find it appalling that some individuals would purposefully capitalize on the tragic deaths of students, 

teachers and educators to insight fear in a school community.  The digital age makes it tough at times to be a 
parent and school official.  We can’t be everywhere at once and we can’t control what our young people are doing 
at all times with their digital devices in an “always on” world, and the online world is an extension of real life.  For 
this reason, I am attaching some tips and advice for helping your child or teen manage their social media. 

 
Please don’t hesitate to talk with your child or teen about social media, and I encourage you to talk with 

school officials if you have questions about Safety and Emergency Management.  All our schools have safety drills 
that are practiced regularly with staff and students, and all schools in the district have approved Safety and 
Emergency Management Plans approved by our Public Education Department.   

 
Again, thank you for your assistance in helping our young people in the community manage their social 

media responsibly, and please do not hesitate to contact your child’s school if you have questions about safety. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Bobbie J. Gutierrez 
Superintendent of Schools 
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